Education and Home Affairs Scrutiny Panel

Record of Meeting

Date: 30th March 2016

Present

Deputy L. M. C. Doublet, Chairman
Deputy J. M. Magon, Vice-Chairman
Deputy T. A. Vallois

Deputy S. Y. Mezec

Apologies

Absent

In attendance Mr M. Robbins, Scrutiny Officer.

Janice Hales, Scrutiny Officer

Ref Back

Agenda matter

Action

516/45

1. Nursery Education Funding.

The Panel discussed a decision made by the Minister for Education
which was published on 23rd March 2016 to means test families with
children using private nurseries and to stop meeting the current free 20
hours of nursery education funding where families earned £75,000 or
more.

The Panel discussed numerous areas that it was felt might have been
impacted by the decision and noted that there had been no consultation
about the decision by the Minister with the industry, the public or indeed
the Panel.

The Panel noted that a public hearing had been arranged for 6th April
for the Minister to answer questions in relation to this matter. It was
noted that the subject may be of public interest and that the Blampied
Room might not be sufficient. It was however agreed that there was
insufficient time to make alternative arrangements. The basis of a
guestion plan was agreed which would be fully drafted in time for the
hearing.

The Panel also agreed that a public meeting should be held the
following week, perhaps the 13th April in the evening. A venue was to
be found and arrangements made.

Scoping document and terms of reference were to be sent to the
Chairmen’s Committee for approval.
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